830                                       RUSSIA: A History and an Interpretation
An allied fleet consisting of British, French, and Russian squadrons assembled in the Aegean Sea in order to force Turkey, by preventing supplies from reaching Ibrahim in Morea, to accept an armistice. In the Bay of Navarino, without any declaration of war and, it would seem by accident, the allied naval forces under the British admiral Sir Edward Codrington became involved in a major battle with the Turkish fleet, which was destroyed (October 20, 1827, N.S.). The Porte, incensed by what she regarded, not unnaturally, as an unwarranted and treacherous attack, demanded compensation and an apology; these being refused, the allied representatives left Constantinople and the sultan issued a manifesto denouncing the Christian Powers, especially Russia, annulling the Akkerman convention, and calling the faithful to a holy war (December 20, N.S.). Nicholas's proposal for strong military and naval action met with some support in France but none in England. George Canning, prime minister since the spring of 1827, had died in August and was succeeded by Viscount Godericli and, in January, 1828, by Wellington. The Iron Duke disapproved of Canning's Greek policy, and his mistrust of Russia was not allayed by an agreement of the three Powers (December 12, 1827, N.S.) not to seek exclusive benefits in case of a war with Turkey. The king's speech at the opening of parliament (January 29, 1828, N.S.) "deeply lamented" the Navarino battle as an "untoward event" (although Codrington was decorated for his part in the affair and was cleared of all blame by a court of inquiry), and the next day Wellington, speaking in the House of Lords, referred to Turkey as an "ancient ally" whose "existence as an independent and powerful state" was "necessary to the well-being" of England. Reversing Canning's policy of cooperation with Russia, Wellington, by refusing "to become party to the war/' permitted the tsar and the sultan to fight out the issue between themselves. In view of the Turkish manifesto and the bellicose spirit displayed by Nicholas, war between the two empires could not be long deferred.
Russia, however, did not declare war on Turkey until April, 1828, partly because she was already engaged in a war with Persia, The annexation of the bulk of the Caucasus by the Treaty of Gulistan (1813) 4 strengthened the position of Russia's commerce in the Caspian Sea and enhanced her prestige in Teheran. Both these developments were resented not only by the Persians but also by the British,
4 See p. 673, n. 6.